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vision of a Congress."25 On the other hand, the seeds of fu-
ture complications were planted, directly or indirectly, in
the arrangements arrived at. This is certainly true with re-
spect to the Austrian expansion into the Balkans which more
than anything else irritated the Italians. The rekindling of
Italian irredenta and the sour dissatisfaction of the Italians at
being always ignored, which has since become almost an ob-
session with them (not wholly unjustified), are definitely
traceable to the Berlin Congress.26 France, which, like Italy,
left Berlin empty-handed, was less irritated; for her acquies-
cence in British acquisition of Cyprus, Waddington re-
ceived the assurances of Beaconsfield that England was dis-
interested in French aspirations in Tunis. Thus, the Berlin
Congress was not merely a milestone in the contemplated
partition of Turkey, but it marked also the starting point
of a new wave of colonial expansion by foreshadowing the
impending partition of North Africa. While these implica-
tions have no direct bearing on the question of the Straits,
they nevertheless ought not to be ignored; for in laying the
foundations for future clashes of interests, they were instru-
mental in leading to situations in which the question was
bound to reappear in one shape or another. However, for
the time being at least, Russia found herself once more
25 Robert Howard Lord, "The Congress of Berlin," in Three Peace
Congresses of the Nineteenth Century (Cambridge, Mass., 1917), p. 48.
Of course this success was due to the fact that only Russia was weakened
by war, while the other Great Powers were ready, both militarily and
economically, to engage with fresh forces in a war if necessary. One is
inevitably led to contemplate the possibilities of a negotiated peace in
the present conflict under the moderating influence of powerful neutral
nations, like the United States, Italy, Spain, and Turkey, if the war
remains localized and one or the other of the belligerent parties should
obtain a decisive victory.
26 Concerning Italian resentment, see a thoughtful report in United
States Foreign Relations, 1878, p. 475.